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Dear Friends 

I was asked a question the other day. “What I want to know is this, “If there is a God why 
doesn’t he prove it?” (As a woman my first thought was, why doesn’t he or she prove it but that 
is by the by.) A few of us were enjoying a meal and I wasn’t going to get into a theological 
debate about feminism, especially as you will see later when I quote John’s gospel.  

I just said, “Well if there is no God how come anyone ever thought there was in the first 
place? You don’t dream up a dog.” The reply was, “Ah but there are many gods – especially in 
the ancient world – the god of fire – they had gods for things they didn’t understand like thunder 
and lightening – their explanation was there must be something or some being making this 
happen.” I just said, “Yes, very true, but as for me, well I just believe and at the end of the day if 
I’m wrong it doesn’t really matter.” Then the conversation moved away from God to other things. 
BUT that question has haunted me ever since. I could have said, ‘ah but to know that we would 
have to know the mind of God and that is impossible for mere mortals.’ But then, the more I 
thought about it the more I believe, and yes it is just a belief but as I read the gospels, I really 
believe that God did prove it. 

God proved it by sending Jesus – Jesus the Son of God, born to be one of us; born as a 
human baby. And if ever an account had a human element it’s this one. A pregnant unmarried 
girl and two people with nowhere to sleep. Christmas is behind us now but all over the world a 
few weeks ago, millions of people were singing ‘Away in a Manger’ and ‘Silent Night.’ Can that 
really be a myth? 

Let’s move on in the gospel story. Jesus grows up in truth and grace (remember I’ve told 
you before about grace – the unconditional love of God. You can decide truth for yourselves) 
When he is thirty Jesus is baptised by John in the river Jordan. Today millions and millions of 
people all over the world are being baptised just as Jesus was. They are baptised in His name. 
At the end of St. Matthew’s gospel we have the words that I use at every baptism; Jesus’ final 
words before he would not be seen again in the flesh as it were in this world, ‘Go and make 
everyone my disciples – baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.’ Then his greatest promise – the words from which I receive such comfort ‘And remember 
I am with you always to the end of the age.’ A myth? I don’t think so. 

In the Christian year we are moving towards ‘Lent’ the season before Easter when we 
remember Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness. More words that I use at a baptism 
are  ‘Jesus’ baptism found fulfilment on the cross where he gave himself for the life of the 
world.’ A bit more complicated so how can we simplify this?  

For me it comes back to the words in John’s gospel (chapter 3 v 16) the most famous verse in 
the bible “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him 
may not die but have eternal life.” The words I always use at every funeral and will be used I’m sure at 
every Christian funeral throughout the world. One interesting fact, is that an internet survey was done to 
find out who the most important person in history was. The answer was Jesus. A myth? I don’t think so. 

The gospel of Jesus is a story of humanity and God. It walks us through our lives from birth, to 
baptism, through marriage – Jesus attended a wedding and he also preached on divorce. The gospel 
walks us through all our human trials and temptations, through sickness and health and finally into death 
and everlasting life, and it is in the gospel of Jesus that we have a prayer that Jesus himself gave us, a 
prayer that when we don’t know where to turn, when we cannot find any other words to pray we can say 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

May God bless each and every one of you this year,  

Lena 



Welcome to the Pastorate pages of our February and March Newsletter 

News since our last Newsletter 

In our last edition, our thoughts and prayers were with Mal and Lorraine who were still in hotel 
accommodation – we give thanks that they are now safely back in the Manse and things are getting back to 
normal for them. 

As Lena is only available three days per week, there will not be the same opportunity for ministerial 
pastoral visits. With this in mind, the Elders in all three churches have been looking at the pastoral side of 
their role. As you know they are all very busy people both in their personal lives and in their church work. In 
view of this we felt it more sensible for each person to know who their Elder is and for them to contact their 
Elder if necessary, as the Elders will not generally be in a position to visit or to contact everyone 
individually. Please check the Elders list for your church and you will be able to see who your Elder is. 
Many thanks for your understanding in this matter. 

Lena has also decided that her work will be solely within the Pastorate and will no longer serve on 
CTCB (Churches together in Central Blackburn) CTNB (Churches Together in North Blackburn) CTW 
(Churches together in Wilpshire) and inter faith committees. She has also relinquished all of the work with 
the Area and most of the Synod work. Mal will continue to serve on the committees he is already involved 
with. 

Christmas in our Pastorate 

I won’t say I had a wonderful Christmas in our Pastorate Churches but I really did have a wonderful 
Christmas in them. Read on and you will see why – it was fantastic! 

Our Advent Pastorate Meditation and Bible Study evenings were held at Trinity over four 
Wednesdays between 23rd November and 14th December. We began with a time of prayer and quiet 
reflection then we looked at all the nativity texts in the gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

Our Pastorate Prayer Breakfasts hosted by Mal, were held in Revidge on Saturday mornings on the 
third Saturday in December and January. Those who came joined Mal for prayer followed by a continental 
breakfast. 

New Years day was on a Sunday this year and we held a Pastorate Service at Westbury Gardens. 
Many people who hadn’t seen the church at Christmas before commented on how beautiful it looked with 
all the lighted Christmas trees. This was also Lena’s last service as a full time Minister and the new 
settlement agreement was signed during this service. It was also a pleasure to welcome Mal into Church 
Membership as he transferred his membership from his previous church in Mold. 

Christmas and other news from Revidge Fold 

Our Luncheon Club Christmas Lunch was on the 8th December and we had a lovely traditional 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings followed by a choice of sweet. We had a quiz after lunch – thanks Ian. 
There was also our Fellowship Christmas lunch on 13th December and again we enjoyed a traditional 
Christmas Dinner. This was followed by entertainment from St. James school children and they were just 
lovely with their singing, poems and drama of the Christmas story. Thanks to all our organisers, cooks and 
helpers for both these dinners. 

Our annual Church Parade, Christingle and Toy Service was held on the Sunday afternoon of 11th 
December. We had a wonderful collection of toys for the Salvation Army, we watched a DVD of the 
Christmas story, which Arthur (a past member of Revidge had produced) Mal took us through the story of 
the Christingle, then we enjoyed drinks and John’s special mince tarts afterwards. 

In the evening six of us went to Higher Bank and we held a Carol Service for the Residents there. This is 
our last visit to Higher Bank until the spring – we’ll go again on Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday. 

Our Memory Café is held on alternate Mondays and we enjoyed a Christmas Afternoon Tea on 19th 
December followed by a quiz and a sing along of Christmas carols and songs with Eric and Ted on the 
piano and Iris leading the singing. 

The Fellowship Candlelight Carol Service was held on 20th December. Eddie played for us and 
Sheila, Colin and Joyce led us in our Carol singing, we then enjoyed more of John’s mince pies with a 
brew. 

Just before Christmas we heard that Reg Sykes had passed away on 17th December. Reg was 102 
and for many years a stalwart of our church. Our condolences, love and prayers are with Margaret and 
Arthur. Reg rest in peace and rise in glory. 



Christmas and other news from Trinity Brownhill 

We were delighted to have a Christmas wedding – Karl Bentley and Amy Treagust were married by 
Lena on the 3rd December our Congratulations and every blessing to them for their future together. 

The Christmas meeting of the Ladies Circle was the last one till February and this was a Christmas 
sing along followed by mince pies and beverages.   

On the Sunday evening before Christmas Day our annual Candlelit Carol service was led by David 
and friends – a lovely service of lessons and carols and our church looked stunning. 

One of the highlights of our Christmas services is the 4pm Crib Blessing held on Christmas Eve. 
This year was no exception, the children were excellent as always, the church was full and it was so good 
to come together and see, hear and sing the Christmas story. Afterwards there was still more mince pies, 
drinks and a visit from Father Christmas It is such a delight to see the children’s faces as they sing Jingle 
Bells while waiting for Santa. Well done and thank you to everyone involved in this lovely occasion. 

Our annual luncheon club Christmas dinner was held on Wednesday 11th January and was 
attended by over 60 people. We had a glass of sherry before the meal - a two course luncheon of turkey 
and trimmings followed by either Christmas pudding or fresh fruit salad and tea or coffee with chocolates. 
Team Bev did us proud it was an amazing feat of organisation so grateful thanks and well done to Bev and 
all concerned.   

During our communion service on January 15th led by Lena, two new Elders were ordained. It is a 
special pleasure to ordain Colin and Sharon Probert as Elders of the United Reformed Church. Our love 
and prayers are with them both as they commence their service on our Eldership.  

At the time of writing we received the sad news that Mrs. Lorraine Adams has died. For many years 
Lorraine played the organ at Trinity. Her funeral has been arranged for Wednesday 1st February. Our 
condolences, love and prayers are with Vicki, Andrew and families at this sad time. Lorraine rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 

 

Christmas and other news from Westbury Gardens 

Our Christmas Messy Church was held in Shadsworth Junior School on 1st December. We had 
about 20 children signed up and 40 turned up, so Derek ran out for more cakes and Lena eked 40 jellies 
out into 40 cups, but we managed and a great time was had by all the children and their families.  

This was then repeated the week after at Shadsworth Infant school. The children then came to 
Westbury to decorate a Christmas tree followed by a carol service led by Mal.  

Our annual Christmas Tree service was on Thursday 15th January – this is especially for children 
and families and our Judo Club always come along, also people from Hillside Residents. The church looks 
stunning with a huge central tree and over a dozen others in the Sanctuary all lit up and decorated by the 
various church and community groups. This is the first of our Christmas services and we enjoyed mince 
pies and drinks afterwards. 

The First Monday Group’s Christmas lunch was on 5th December and we had a wonderful three 
course Christmas lunch followed by games and a quiz and a great time was had by all. Thanks to all who 
worked so hard to make this possible. 

We held a potato pie tea on the Sunday evening before Christmas Day and this was followed by our 
service of Nine Lessons and Carols led by Lena. 

The funeral of George Almond was held in church on the 7th December. George was a good friend 
to so many of us at church and will be very much missed. Our condolences, love and prayers are with 
Audrey, Paul, Andrew and family. George rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Our Communion service on January 8th included the Rededication of our serving Elders. There was 
also a blessing for all Elders serving and non-serving. We give praise and thanks to God for our church 
Eldership.  



 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS  

 

Every Sunday – Morning Worship   10.30   Revidge, Trinity, Westbury 

Every Monday – Art & Craft Group   10.30   Westbury 

Every Wednesday – Wednesday Gang  1.30   Trinity  

Every Thursday in term time– Rainbows   6.15   Trinity 

Every Thursday in term time – Uniformed Groups from 6.00   Revidge 

Every Saturday – Morning Coffee    10.30   Revidge 

 

OTHER  EVENTS  

 

First Monday Club (1st Monday of the month) 2.00 – 3.30  Westbury 

6th February and 6th March      

          

Monday, Memory Café (alternate Mondays)  1.30 – 3.00  Revidge 

13th & 27th February. 13th &  27th March. 

 

Tuesday Fellowship (alternate Tuesdays)  2.00 – 3.30  Revidge 

7th & 21st February. 7th & 21st March.  

 

Tuesday Ladies Circle (alternate Tuesday)  7.30 – 9.00  Trinity 

14th & 28th February. 14th & 28th March 

 

Wednesday Luncheon Club    12.30   Trinity 

8th & 22nd February. 8th & 22nd March 

 

Thursday Luncheon Club    12.30   Revidge 

9th & 23rd February. 9th & 23rd March 

 

Letter received from Ros Duerden – Manager of Blackburn Foodbank 

Dear Church,  
Firstly may I wish you all a happy and blessed 2017 as you continue to serve the Lord in bonny 

Blackburn and Darwen. 
In common with every other organisation and indeed many individuals we are finding meeting the 

increasing demand for our services and the day to day cost a challenge. In the four years we have been 
open we have fed and supported just over 34,000 people, nearly half of them being children. We have 
grown in the services we offer and now provide support with finances, clothing, skills including IT and 
cooking and most importantly well-being and faith. 

We would consider it an amazing blessing if you would promote the idea of using the period of lent 
to support the foodbank. We thought people might like to seek sponsorship to give up Chocolate/ TV/ 
Facebook or anything else that comes to mind. Or perhaps they could put aside 40p a day for the 40 days 
of lent which would generate a wonderful total of £16. As a body of believers perhaps you could host a 
soup and roll lunch and ask for donations. 

I have decided to try again to do something I have never been able to do and fast from chocolate 
for lent, if anyone would care to sponsor me I would be delighted and it would spur me on to face the 
challenge that chocolate is!!! I am confident you could come up with more imaginative ways of raising funds 
and any amount no matter how small would be very gratefully received. I do understand that you are 
bombarded with requests and totally understand if this does not fit with your plans for lent and the 

celebration of Easter. Blessings, Ros Duerden  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Open Door Memory Café 
 

Revidge Fold – 1.30 – 3.00 
 

Alternate Mondays 
 

13th & 27th February 
13th &  27th March 

 
For people living with memory loss 

and their friends 
 

Chat, activities, tea, home made cakes 
sing song with Eric, Ted and Iris 

 
For more information contact  

Elizabeth Bradley 01254 665541 (or see Mal) 
 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  
 

Friday 3rd March 
A lovely service prepared by  

The Women of the Philippines 
at 

Trinity Brownhill Church hall, 6.30 pm 
 

followed by light refreshments 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

The rehearsal for those taking part 
is in Trinity hall 

on Wednesday 1st March at 7.30 pm 

 

Pastorate Lenten Bible Studies 
 

Lena will lead these at  
Revidge Fold  

from 10.30 till 12 noon 
on the following five Saturdays: 

 

March 11th, 18th and 25. April 1st and 8th 
 

Further details will be displayed in each 
church nearer the time 

 

Pastorate Prayer Breakfasts 
 

Revidge Fold – 9.15 am  
on the 3rd Saturday of each month 

18th February and 18th March 
 
 

Pastorate Elders Meeting 
 

Wednesday 8th February 
6.30pm for a 7.00pm start 

at Westbury Gardens 
 

 

Lena’s Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 4th March 
10.30 – 12.30 

Tickets available from Lena 
£1 including coffee 

Usual stalls and of course Michelle’s 
bacon butties 

 
ALL WELCOME 

 

 

Revidge Fold Luncheon Club 
is growing and  

WE NEED MORE HELP ASAP 
 

Volunteers for washing up 
are desperately needed 

If you can help please ring  
Alwyn Joyce on: 01254 419947 

  



The Manse Fire 
 
As convenor of the Manse Fire Committee, I just want to thank everyone who 
has helped over the last 3-4 months by cleaning, washing and storing items, 
moving boxes, making meals, organising hotel payments and those who 
organised the meal rota.   
 
I am relieved to report that Mal and Lorraine are now back in the manse and 
are settling in.  There are still some jobs to do, including moving boxes back 
from Joan Oldham’s garage, once the new front door has been put on at the 
manse.  Help will be needed with this when we are ready!   
 
Thank you again for all your support.  It is very much appreciated. 
 
Maurice 



 

A message from Shirley 

Once again, thank you for your support of The Bible Society 

regarding the purchases you have made throughout 2016 

Marmalade            £176.61 

Greetings Cards    £30. 94 

                                          Pickles                   £35 

 

 

 

A contribution from Robin 

                                             Dog’s Bedtime Prayer 

Now I lay me down to sleep 

The king-sized bed is soft and deep 

I sleep right down the centre groove 

My human beings can hardly move 

I’ve trapped their legs: they’re tucked in tight 

And here is where I pass the night. 

No one disturbs me or dares intrude 

Till morning comes and “I want food!” 

I sneak up slowly to begin                                                                                                                                 

And nibble on my human’s chin                                                                                                                                              

For morning’s here, it’s time to play                                                                                                                                      

I always seem to get my way.                                                                                                                                              

So thank you , Lord, for giving me                                                                                                                                   

This human person that I see                                                                                                                                        

The one who hugs and holds me tight                                                                                                                         

And shares the bed with me at night! 

 

As you may have noticed, we now have our own email address for Church. 

Please use this if you are sending items for Reach Out and/or weekly notices 

Email:---revidgefold@outlook.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to the ninth issue of 
TMAD News, the page in the 
newsletter to keep you up to 
date about Mal’s work as our 
Community Minister. The first 
one since September 
because of the fire. 
 

WHAT’S BEEN 
HAPPENING?j 

 

Mal and Lorraine finally 
moved back into the manse 
after the fire on 20th 
December and things are 
slowly getting back to normal. 
They are extremely grateful 
for all the support in various 
ways they received from all 
three churches during this 
difficult time and feel the 
words thank you seem so 
inadequate. 
 

Despite all the disruption Mal 
has continued to support all 
three churches in various 
ways, led worship on several 
occasions and represent the 
pastorate at various meetings 
both locally and regionally. 
 

The ‘Open Door Memory 
Café’ continues to go well 
providing a variety of 
activities for people with any 
form of memory loss. In 
September it was officially 
opened by the Mayor of BwD 
when over 40 people 
attended during which a 
plaque was unveiled by the 
Mayor. 
 
The highlight of the day was 
when a time capsule was 
buried in the grounds of 
Revidge Fold containing a 
variety of memorabilia which 
people brought along.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Twiddle Muffs many of 
you have been busy making 
were dedicated and 
distributed. After all the 
formalities everyone enjoyed 
an afternoon tea and a 
special cake made for the 
occasion by Alwyn Joyce. 
 
YMCA. In October Mal was 
appointed as a Trustee of 
Blackburn YMCA. 
 
The ‘Back Street Project 
over at Westbury Gardens in 
partnership with Hillside 
Residents Association, the 
local community, 4 primary 
schools and various other 
agencies has gone very well. 
Work will continue over the 
next few months. 
 
Schools work: The school 
assemblies, messy church 
and art projects also continue 
to go well. 
 
Christmas: The build up to 
Christmas was very busy with 
all three churches having 
their fairs, the memory café 
making their own decorations 
and then decorating a tree. 
Shadsworth Infants School 

came to Westbury Gardens 
to decorate two trees as part 
of the annual Christmas Tree 
Service. Mal then led a short 
service.  
 
The main service attended by 
over 60 people including 
members of the Judo Club 
and members of the church 
and community.  
 
Mal also led worship at Trinity 
on Christmas Day. 
 

FUTURE EVENTS & 
ACTIVITIES 

 

Easter: The Easter Holiday 
Club: will be taking place 
from Monday 10th to 
Thursday 13th April at 
Westbury Gardens. There will 
be a planning meeting on 
Wednesday 8th March 
2.30pm at Westbury 
Gardens. If you feel you can 
help out in any way either 
come along to the meeting or 
get in touch with Mal. 
 

There will also be other 
activities and services taking 
place during Lent and Easter 
so look out for further notices 
nearer the time. 
 

*************************** 
If you can’t physically get 
involved in any of these 
events please remember 
them and all the work of 
TMAD in your prayers. 
 

To find out more about TMAD 
or get involved please contact 
Mal on 01254 674862 or 
07825 662203 or speak to 
any member of the steering 
group. 

TOGETHER MAKING A DIFFERENCE (TMAD) 
Revidge Fold, Trinity Brownhill and Westbury Gardens  

United Reformed Churches, Community Ministry Project 
Everyone has something To offer 

Together We Can Make A Bigger Difference 
 

TMAD NEWS 
 

 
 



Diary for  FEBRUARY / MARCH 2017 
Pulpit Supply: 

   February 5th   Rev. Lena Talbot      (Communion) 

       12th      Mal Breeze              (Church Parade) 

          19th    Kath Hodkinson 

       26th   Steve Colling 

March      1st      Ash Wednesday       (Service in Chapel) 

                5th    Sheila McNab          (Communion) 
            12th     Rev Lena Talbot     (Church Parade) 

       19th       Fred Kershaw 

         26th    Doreen Goodship     (Mothering Sunday) 

 

Service Pattern 

Our Worship Pattern is as follows 

1st Sunday of the month at 10.30 Communion Service 

2nd Sunday of the month at 10.30 All age worship 

Church Parades are held in February, March, June, October, November and 

December 

3rd Sunday of the month   10.30 Family Worship   

4th Sunday of the month   10.30 Family Worship 

5th Sunday of the month   10.30 Family Worship 

 

Junior Church is available every Sunday except the 2nd Sunday which is all age 

worship 

 

 Normal Activities with Dates where these are not weekly 

 Monday        Memory Café 13:30-15:00 Feb.13th 27th March 13th 27th  

              

Thursday     Lunch Club 11:30 - 1.30pm – Feb.9th 23rd  March 9th 23rd  

          Health & Fitness Development –Hall 10:30-11:30 ( weekly) 

                    Uniformed Groups 18:00-21:00- (weekly during Term Time) 

 

Friday        A Team/Working Party- 10:00-14:00 (for dates see weekly notices)   

              

 

Saturday    Coffee and Chat - 10.00-12 noon   

                      

 

Sunday      Family Worship -10.30   

                   

2nd Sunday of the Month - Higher Bank HFE - Evening 

   

 

   

 

 



SATURDAY MORNING COFFEE   2017 

FEBRUARY 4TH     MRS A DOLPHIN         
  11TH   MRS E SMITH             MRS J OLDHAM 
  18TH   MRS J CHEW 
  25TH   MRS H RAWCLIFFE    MRS  B SEED 
MARCH  4TH    MRS A DOLPHIN         
                          11TH   MRS E SMITH             MRS J OLDHAM 
               18TH   MRS J CHEW 
              25TH   MRS H RAWCLIFFE    MRS B SEED 
             

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 

 
 FEBRUARY 5TH     MRS. E SMITH   MRS B SEED   MRS J WHALEY   MRS A DUFFY 
                         12TH   MRS A DOLPHIN   MRS B PICKUP   MRS A JOYCE 
                         19TH   MRS E WHALLEY   MRS J CURLEY   MRS J KAY  
                         26TH   MR J SMITH   MRS I GASCOIGNE   MRS P TATTERSALL  
 MARCH            5TH   MRS. E SMITH   MRS B SEED   MRS J WHALEY   MRS A DUFFY  
                         12TH   MRS A DOLPHIN   MRS B PICKUP  MRS A JOYCE 
                         19TH   MRS E WHALLEY   MRS J CURLEY   MRS J KAY                  
                         26TH   MR J SMITH   MRS I GASCOIGNE   MRS P TATTERSALL 
                           

FOYER RECEPTION 

 
 FEBRUARY 5TH    MRS J WHALEY 
             12TH    MRS E BRADLEY 
                         19TH    MRS I GASCOIGNE   MRS P TATTERSALL  
             26TH    DR C JONES  
 MARCH           5TH     MRS J CHEW  
            12TH    MRS J WHALEY  
            19TH    MRS E BRADLEY 
            26TH    MRS I GASCOIGNE   MRS P TATTERSALL  
 

COMMUNION 
 FEBRUARY         
                          PREPARATION      MRS E BRADLEY   MRS J WHALEY 
        
                          SERVERS                MRS A DOLPHIN    MRS B PICKUP 
MARCH             
                          PREPARATION       MR & MRS M BRADLEY 
     
                          SERVERS                 MRS E BRADLEY    MRS M CULLEN   MRS H RAWCLIFFE 
  

FLOWERS 

 
FEBRRUARY   5TH IN MEMORY OF MRS GRUBB      12TH  MR & MRS D TURNER    19TH MR D  THOMPSON 
 
                         26TH MRS P TATTERSALL 
 
 MARCH         5TH MRS I GASCOIGNE                 12TH  FLOWER FUND                       19TH  THE  LATE MRS. GRUBB 
      
                        26TH MRS J CHEW 


